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TERRIBLE and WONDERFUL 


NEWS. 


FROM 


SCOTLAND: 


Or, A Dreadful Warng for 
USURERS and EXTORTIONERS, 


BEING 


A Full and Faithful Relation how a molt Miſerable: 
Griping Uſurer and O 4 ies of the Poor, living 
near John a Grotes houſe in the Highlands, was on 
the Third of May lalt paſt, carried away by an 
Evil-Spirt, and Gatiad oo and fro in the Air two 

days together, in the Sight of Thouſands of People, 
and at laſt his Body Torn to Pieces, and dropt its 
ſeveral Places. 

Commur.icaced in a Letter from one in the Hryblands 
to a Friend in Londen ; Dated from Glaſcow the 
12th of May, a 
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A LETTE R, C onteyning Strange and Terrible 
News from the Highlands in Scotland. 


\. Honored and moſt worthy Sir, 


| Is not im the power of Tyme or Abſence to 
abate in the leaſt char AﬀeCtion and Re- 

ſpect I have for you, which being parc of 

my Soul, maſt be as laſting and Immortal as thar, 
and taerefore chink not that this cold and barren 
Country can Chill me into an Indifferency, but 
chat in ſpight of a thouſand Hills that Interpoſe, my 
betcer part in paſſionate thoughts and kindneſles does 
every day Viſit you ; 'Bur our Friendſhip is a purer 
Flame than to veed feeding on the Kitching-ftuff 
Fewel of Complements, more neceſlary and proper 
amorg(t common acquaintance then intimate Friends 
] ſhall therefore quic that Hackney-Road, and the 
rather, for that Fortune has juſt now furniſhe me 
| with a moſt ſtrange Accident, the Relation whereof 
-will fill up my Letter, without putting me to any 
crouble of ſending you any News of State, wherero 
I muſt acknowledge my ſelf an utter ſtranger ; moſt 
true it is, the thing ſeems ſo wonderful, that 1 durſt 
''not believe 'ic my ſelf, much lefs ſhould have Im- 
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poſed 1t on you, till on a moſt (trift enquiry 1 found 
i univecſally cox.fi.med for an undoubred certainty ; 
and thence am emvollen'd ro acquaint you with it, 
38 one of the moit rerri:le Judgments that has viſibly 
and extraordinartly u lifted m thie our Age, 

If my M=mory deceive ine not, when I had the 
appineſs of yoar molt agreeable Converſation, you 
:old me yon were once in theſe Scortyſh Highlands, 
with the molt noble Montroſs of renowned memory, 


and if ſo, I doubt not but you may have ſeen, or at 


leaſt heard of John a Gaunt, or Jobn a Grotes houſe, 
(as the vul.ar call it) "Tis a Caltle Scituate beyond 


Euderneſ. s qu't by tiie Sands, and for Strengeh 
the molt confliderable ard famous in all theſe 
parts; near tis houſe there dwelt 03e deſcended of 
Vulgar, yec wealthy Parents m che South of Scotland, 
his Father vavirg been very Zealous all along in aſ- 
ſer.ing his Majelties Cauſe ard Interelt during the 
Rebzllion, butt lat fearing tobe ruined for ſuch his 
Loyalty, made over all his Eſtate, to the value of 
1000, pounds Sterling to this Son, in trult for his 
Uſe, but he being naturally of a moſt miſerable Co- 
vetous Temper, immediately took the advantage, 
Seizung all, and turning both his Father and Mother 
and E1g'it more of their Children, out of doors to 
ſhift for themſelves, who were forced in their old 
age to Beg their Bread till they died ; This Inhuman 
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ECtion could not but be dereſted by all that heard of 
K, and therefore to avoid the odium juſtly due to one. 
ſo unnatural ;: He reſolved to remove into a place 
whcrehe was not known, and accordingly came with 
his ſaid Il gotten Eltate into the Highlards,ard took 
up his Habication near the place aforeſaid ; makng 
it his Profeſſion to lend out mony to Uſury at excet- 
ſive Rates,and ſometimes onPawns of i.e times the 
Value, or Morgages of Land it the fum were any 
thing Conſiderable, which he would be ſure to ſerze 
and detain if he were not repaid preciſely at the day 
agre:d upon, by which means he had utcerly ruined 
many hun:reds o: Families, and got a vaſt quantity 
of Goods and Lands to himſelf ; Though he had ne- 
ver a (C.t:4ld, yer ſuch a curſed Miſer he was, that he 
was like to ſtarve all his;Servants, and has beer 
known not toeat a Bir in fqur or five days out of pure 
Covectouſreſs ; he would: never pay a poor man 
that workt for him without extraordinary abate- 
- ments of the common Hate; and if they would not 
,yeild ro it, hi them {ughim for cheys Money, which 
he knew they durit not,jor at Jeaſt were hot able 
.to do; In brief, Mammon was his Cod 3 and he had 
ſold himſelf ro'the :Drvel of Covetouſneſs ſo far, 
that) he regarded not what marner of fraud, deceit, 
oppreſſion, cruelcy, or other villany ſoever he uſed ; 
if ie did bur bring himin he leaſt Pecaniry advan- 
tage ; 
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cage : He. was infamouſly famous throughout all 
thoſe parts for this baſe ſorded humour, and gene« 
rally hated, chough none durſt ſhew it, becauſe of 
his power and revengful Nature, So-that he lived 
like a petty Tyrant, oppreſſing his poor Neighbours 
at his pleaſure ; Bur he muſt give an Account to 
his Helliſh. Maſter of all thoſe good Services, who Fe- 
wards him accordingly, 

. For behold on Sunday the third of May la(t paſt, 
abour five a. Clock in the afternoon, juſt as people 
were returiing from Kirke, a ſtrange, and mighty 
{torm aroſe on a ſudden, rowling forwards 1n a direct 
Line towards this Wretcheſs Houſe, who had, as 
his Servants-{1nce relate, imployed himſelf all chat 
Sacred day in telling over Bags of his beloved Dirr, 
but was tiow gone out 'into a Carden by the High- 
way fide, where, 'out of Phariſaical oftentation on 
purpoſe to be taken notice of, he fat with a Bible 
n his hand. ; Burt. the before mentioned Whirlwind 
(for afcer that manner ir - vg} approaching'-to 
the place where he'far,  Snarcht hin up into the 


Air, not without moſt Lamentable and affrighting 
Cries,and Screeks, which were quickly drown'd:b 
A terrible volley 'of Thunder-Claps that faccceded, 
| which were no ſooner over but the Skyprew'Elear, 
and che Devil, appeared viſible-a vaſt Height in the 
Air, it ſeveral 'monttrons Shapes one after another, 
 ſome- 
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fomerimes as a huge Lzon holding the Uſarer be- 
rween his dreadiu] Claws, ſometimes as a mighty 
Serent fat twinel about him, ſometimes as a molt 
horrible Bull at! on a Flame, and croſſing him upon 
his Horns, &c, And as he appeared in diverſe 
ſhapes , ſo he likewiſe after ſhifted places, being. 
{cen now over one village, and within an Hour or. 
ewo at autother , twenty or thirty miles diſtgget ; 
In which manner to the great amazment of thou. . 
ſands of people that were ſpeCtators, he, continued. 
all Sunday n:ght, Munday, and Munday. nub, being 
ſeen over molt places within threeſcore le ronnd. 
daring waich time ſeveral Bags -of real Money.dropt 
down from him, moſt miraculouſly fallirg iro their 
yards and grounds waom-hehad cheifly wronged by 
his unconſcionable Extortions, but on the Tweſday 
being the fifth of May, about ten of the-Clock in 
the: Forenoen, the Black Prince of the Air appear- 
ing 2gain viſibly with his wretched: Ptiſoney over 
the place _— dwelt,and this miſerable Crea- 
eure was ſeen tobe tornall to peices in'a moſt dread- 
ful- manner, and- his Limbs chrown down being 
ſcatter'd inte ſeveral of the adjacent Towns and 
Villages. | 

When his Limbs were taken vp , bis Bones. 
ſeem'd, broken ina Thouſand Places, and the Fleſh 
was burnt as black as Charcoal; I ſpoke my elf. 
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with ſeveral perſons that faw it, who affirmed it 
was impoſſible that a more {ad and deplorable fi; he 


could be ſcer. 
' I hope, Sir, you will Pardon this tedious ſtory, 


which I doubt not but ſome $ coffing Wits (who bs- 
lieve no other Heaven but a Tavern, nor Devil bur 
an empty Pocket) will cenſure it as an abominable - 
wngch ; bur I hope you retaina better opinion of 
me than to ſuſpe&t I would go about to abuſe you 
with a Fif#:on, I am well fatisfied of its Reality, 
and not a little aſſerted with fo viſible a Judgment 
avain(t oppreſlors of the poor and needy, againſt 
whom we find ſo many Wees pronounced in the 
Bok of God ; 1 intend next week ta ſet forwards 
for Edinburgh, having ſome buſineſs which wit de- 
cain me there till towards Mechaelmaſs, If you will 
allow me the Honor of 'a few Lines from yau. 
You may pleaſe todire& themto my wld. Laiging 
near the Toll-boath, for | 


Gleſco 12th. of May, Tour moſfhumble ihd aff Aim 
1674, | once Friend and Servant 


W. D. 
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